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St. MaTTHEw x. 16. 


Behold, T ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves : 
Be ye, therefore, wiſe as a and harmleſs as 


doves. 


Ac CORDING to our beſt ideas of the divine 
nature, nothing can be reckoned of ſuch importance 
in the eye of God, as the eſtabliſhment of truth and 
_ righteouſneſs among the rational ſubjects of his king- } 
dom. For this end, as alone adequate to the deſigns 
of infinite wiſdom and perfection, we need not, 85 
fore, wonder when we ſee aſtoniſhing interpoſitions of 
his providence. To re-eſtabliſh this important intereſt 
among mankind, when it was fatally obſtructed and 
impaired, a moſt extraordinary perſon, exerciſing the 
higheſt authority, appeared in this world, known by 


the name e of Jeſus Chriſt. And, this being his deſti- | 
0 nation, 
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nation, he, accordingly, employed every ſuitable mean 


to promote thoſe internal and immortal concerns of 
men, which are founded on the rectitude of their 


underſtandings, and on the purity and comfort of 


| their hearts. 


Having begun this momentons miniſtry himſelf, 
and proved his miſſion to be from heaven by many 


miraculous works, equally intended for the immediate 


relief of wretched ſufferers, and to facilitate the re- 
ception of his future, and far greater, bounty; Jeſus 
called unto him his twelve diſciples, whom he had choſen at 
different times, and ordained them* ; and, giving them 
power againſt unclean ſpirits, to caſt them out, and to 


heal all manner of ſickneſs, and all manner of diſeaſe, 


as an unqueſtionable and ſalutary evidence of their au- 


thority alſo, he ſent them forth to preach. oY 
5 Now 


St. Mark iii. 4. Are we here to conceive that the diſciples were at this 


- time ordained Deacons ? And that when their maſter breathed on them, after 


his reſurrection, they received the order of Prieſthood, together with the 
other powers annexed peculiarly to their high office? There ſeem to be 
ſtrong grounds to believe that we ſhould. And if fo, the uſe of the words, 
without the action, at the ordination of Priefts, and the conſecration of 
Biſbops, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 2 hoſe ſoe ver fins ye remit, &c. is 


juſtified. 


. 


1 
Now, ſeeing the exerciſe of ſuch extraordinary 


powers was only to be ſubſervient to an higher end, 
will it not be natural for every man to expect, that this 


miſſion, connected with them, is to be of vaſt extent 


and importance? 


Ws ſhall, however, ſee that it wa ſo directed, by 


the infinite wiſdom of that Teacher come from God, that 


the full intent of it did not immediately appear. The 
truths to be diſcovered by it, were, perhaps in com- 


paſſion to the circumſtances of men, to acquire perfec- 


tion, like the light of the morning, by ſlow and eaſy 
ſteps. At this time, 7e/us commanded his diſciples, ſay- 
ng, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any 
city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the 
bot ſheep of the houſe of 1/rael. Aud as ye go, preach, ſay- 
ing, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Being originally the 
people of God, the Jews were firſt to have the gracious 


terms of repentance and reconciliation offered to them. || 
The diſciples were, therefore, juſt to repeat, and en- 
force by their miracles, what John had before preached | 
to the people; that the kingdom of the Meſſiab, pte- 


_ dicted in their ancient ſcriptures, was now about to be 


eſtabliſhed ; when, all ceremonial performances being 
| to 
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to ceaſe, nothin g 70 worſhipping God in ſpirit ab in 
| e was to be required, or would be accepted by him 
to eternal life; to baptize as he did“, ſuch as were 
| willing to prepare themſelves for that kingdom; and 
to conciliate the attention and affection = all, by @ 
| free and diſintereſted exerciſe of thoſe powers phe 5 


| they had received. 


Tux execution of this part of their maſter's will, 


within the fixed bounds, and during that preliminary 
s diſpenſation, ſeems to haye fulfilled the e dieren 8 fl 


commiſſion. 


. as the words now read, and thoſe which follow 


[ . plainly point much farthert as will hereafter 


appear z. 
St. John iv. 2. 


When they received their firſt commiſſion, that the apoſtles themſelves 
might know, that they were appointed to a work of the largeſt extent, and 


| were from thenceforward to be conſtantly employed in opening up, and 


propagating, the truths of the Goſpel, as they ſhould be inſtructed and 
authorized, is manifeſt from the intimations, connected with that com- 


| miſſion, in two of the following verſes: What I tell you in darkneſs, ſaid 
Chriſt, that ſpeak ye in the light : And what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye 


on the houſe tops. —— And verily I. ſay unto you, ye ſhall not have gone over the 


cities 1 Iſrael till the fon of man be come. 


[ $f] 


appear; as all the ſubſequent inſtructions given them, 
contained only enlargements of their commiſſion, and 
tended to the perfection of the great, unfolding, 
defign;—and the higheſt pleaſure muſt be derived to 


the contemplative mind, from tracing its progreſs ;— 
we may be permitted, without obſerving method ex- 


actly, to follow thoſe illuſtrious miniſters from this 
period, till the extent and tenor of their whole com- 


miſſion come more fully within our view. 


IxpEED, during his own perſonal miniſtry, while he 
performed the more fatiguing and generous parts of it 


himſelf *, we ſtill obſerve, that Chriſt confined that of 


his diſciples, nearly within the ſame compaſs, which 


he had at firſt preſcribed. But no ſooner was the work. 


given him to do painfully and patiently fniſbed, than 
the univerſal purpoſe of Grace, and the fulleft beams 
of Truth, appeared. Then,—inftead of the precept 


to preach only in the cities and towns of Fudæa; and of 


the prohibition to enter into thoſe of the Gentiles, or 


even of the Samaritans, where many of the deſcend- 


ants of Abraham lived ;—they were told, that they 
ſhould be his nn in Feruſalem, and in all Judæa, 
C and 


9 The journey into Samaria, St. John iv. 
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| and in Samaria, and to the outermoſt parts of the earth ; 
| and the command was immediately given them, Go ye, 
and teach all nations. Then alſo—the ſphere of their 
knowledge widening with that of their action the 
Jeus they perſuaded to forſake, totally, the beloved 
inſtitutions of the law of Moſes; the Gentiles, the 
ſuperſtitious and pompous worſhip of their deities ; 
and both to embrace the ſpiritual and ſimple inftitu- 
tions of the Goſpel, and the holy courſe of life which 
it enjoins. The illumination of the whole world, in 
ſhort, involved in the blackeſt clouds of ignorance, 
reſpecting the one true cauſe and governour of all, his 
worſhip, and the terms of acceptance with him, be- 
came the object of their miniſtry. 


Bur, to aboliſh moſt ancient, and widely received, 
cuſtoms ; ſome of them of divine appointment itſelf ; 
to dethrone the very deities of the nations; to reſtore 
and eſtabliſh the primitive ſyſtem of truth, aſtoniſhingly 
improved ; to change the face of the world, and even 
the minds and the hearts of men ;—with all the benign 
and convincing evidences of their authority; how 
arduous the attempt! how hazardous the undertaking ! 


A deſign ſo repugnant to the religious regulations of 
| ſtates 


E 
ſtates and empires“, to the obſtinate prejudices, and 
the corrupt paſſions and affections of mankind, could 
not but meet with univerſal reſiſtance, and expoſe 
thoſe who were employed in giving it to the 
utmoſt perils and dangers. 


4 HERE, then; we find the full force of the e 
the Text: Behold, I ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt 


of wokves. For though, as a faithful hint, at their firſt 

ſetting out in his ſervice, Chriſt prepared and armed 

his diſciples, in theſe words, againſt all the difficulties, 
diſcouragements, and dangers, which they would 


meet 


* Of that empire, eſpecially, which then comprehended almoſt the 
known world, the ancient conſtitution and the enormous power were ſuch, 
as, in human judgment, to have rendered the ſimple profeſſion of Chriſ- 
tianity impoſſible. The Roman legiſlature appears to have been early 


jealous of any innovation in point of public worſhip; and we find the 


magiſtrates, during the old Republic, frequently interpoſing in caſes of that 
nature. (Val. Max. L. i. C. iii.) And Livy (L. xxxix C. xvi.) mentions it 


as an eſtabliſhed principle of the earlier ages of the commonwealth, to guard 
againſt the introduction of foreign ceremonies of religion; and ſays (L. zxxvi. 
C. xxv.) that unlicenſed aſſemblies of the people were not to be ſuffered, . 
according to an old and fixed maxim of the Roman government. Hence 
it is evident, that the Teachers eſpecially of Chriſtianity, - would be deemed . 


inſurgents againſt the ancient and fundamental laws of that ſtate ; and pu- 
niſhed for attempting its ſubverſion, - 


[ 
134 
1 
| 
| 1 
C1 
7 * 
0 
- 1 
31 
4 
11 
a 
1 
| 
| ; 
F . 
f 
i 
. 
i 
| 
' 
| 


ET mn 


meet with in the courſe of that ſervice; it was not yet 
till the execution of their ſecond and complete miſſion, 
that the perſecutions, here foretold, befell them, as 
Apoſtles. They ſuffered none, while they only preached 
Jobn's doctrine, healed the fick, and caſt unclean ſpirits 

out of thoſe who were poſſeſſed by them. —The Baptiſt 
| himſelf was S-headed through private reſentment ; and 
not for his public miniſtry.—Our Saviour's view, in 
this place, therefore, certainly reached to the future 
— miſſion which the diſciples were to execute; and his 
words may be thus interpreted: Behold, what a per- 
verſe and wicked world -are ye going into, with the 
character which ye are hereafter to ſuſtain! It is not 
till ye have unfolded the full deſign of your miſſion, 
that ye will experience its malice and violence. Then 
will your enemies indulge the ſame fierce and unre- 
lenting diſpoſition, in perſecuting and diſtreſſing you, 
as ye ſee ravenous wolves have, in killing and tearing 
the defenceleſs ſheep. Your perſeverance in my ſer- 
vice, will ſtimulate their rage from one degree to 
another: Ye ſhall be delivered up to the counſels, as ma- 
lefactors, be ſcourged in the ſynagogues, as apoſtates ; 
and be brought before governours and kings, as incendi- 
aries and rebels. When theſe troubles, accord- 


ingly, 


Ly 


ingly, came upon them, the hiſtories of their lives 


teſtify.- — 


Tnar they might neither give any cauſeleſs provo-. 


cations, nor heedleſsly expoſe themſelves to danger; 


that they might acquire the regard and eſteem of ſome, - 
and avert, if poſſible, the wrath of others; our Lord 


recommended to his diſciples, in the exerciſe of their 


important functions, the utmoſt prudence, under the 


image of the /erpent's wiſdom ; together with that in- 
nocence and gentleneſs which eminently diſtinguiſh 
doves. Diſcretion and ſimplicity, without ſubtilty or 


weakneſs, and the performance of the moſt beneficent 
miracles, were the only weapons which they were per- 


mitted, in the diſcharge of their office, to employ. 
But, Bower" cautious, inoffenſive, and harmleſs ; 


however kind and bountiful to the ſouls and bodies of 


men they might be; he ſtill warned them that they 
ſhould, nevertheleſs, feel the laſt effort of human ma- 


levolence ; ye ſhall be put to death. 


Ir is very remarkable that the diſciples, properly fo 
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called, were appriſed of ſufferings which ſeem to have 


been peculiar to themſelves. Though the ſeventy, who 


D were 
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were ſent forth to preach the goſpel as well as they, 
were told that they ſhould be as lambs among. wolves z 
importing indeed a certain degree of danger and diſ- 
treſs; yet no ſpecial predictions of this ſort, uttered by 
Chriſt in the Goſpels, appear to have had any reſpect to 
them. Whereas continual, and the moſt ſevere afflic- 
tions were declared to be the lot of the twelve, who were 
to be treated by their adverſaries, in the ſame manner 
as they were to ſee their Maſter and Lord bad been. 


* 


V muſt nk We e = tation and 
office was to be different from that of others, which 
conſtituted them the particular objects of the world's 
indignation and fury ;—that there was to be ſomething 
in their ſituation, which gave a propriety to the direction 
of all thoſe warnings and admonitions to them eſpecially; 
even admitting that others were to have their ſhare in 
the ſame ſufferings. And we ſhall, accordingly, ſee 
that they were to be his cho/er. di/ciples and ſervants ; 
the perſons who were to ſucceed himſelf, in part of 
the commiſſion and authority which he had received 
| from God. It was before-determined that they ſhould 

| be eminently his church; that is, not only the f 
and principal paſtors of it, under whom, in the capacity 


of 


[xs ] 


of ordinary teachers, others were likewiſe to be em- 


ployed; but have alſo the excluſive power of gather- 
ing, eſtabliſhing, and governing that church. By the 
plenary commiſſion which the eleven received from 
Chriſt, at his firſt appearance to them, after his reſur- 
rection, this power was clearly conferred. As my Fa- 
ther hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. And breath 
ing on them, he ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſe 
ever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whoſe ſoever fins ye retain, they are retained. From this 


time forth, and never before, we behold them acting 


in the new dignity, which they then acquired, of 
Apoſiles*. While he remained on earth, Chriſt himſelf 
was the apoſtle and n, of our profeſſion, and the 


whole 


* In the Goſpels where Chriſt's own life and miniſtry are recorded, the 
weed apoſtle, it is true, frequently occurs. But this ſeems chiefly to have 
been occaſioned by the familiarity of the term and idea to the minds of the 
evangelic authors, when, long after that divine life and miniſtry were 
finiſhed, they reduced the ſacred hiſtory to writing: In the ſame manner as 
they connect the treachery of Judas with his very election to the diſcipleſhip. 
Though in one place (St. Luke vi. 19.) it be ſaid, that of his diſciples Chriſt 
choſe twelve, whom alſo he named apoſtles ; yet it is no otherwiſe poſſible to re- 


concile this with the narratives of the four Evangeliſts, than by ſuppoſing that 1 


they were ſo named by him then, by way of anticipation only, and to mark 
their deſignation to their future office. For the office itſelf, which ſtrictly con- 
ſtitutes apoſtles, they never executed, till their maſter was taken from them. 


C49 I 
whole company of the diſciples were his miniſters; but 
being about 20 go to the Father, from whom he came, he 
delegated, to certain ſucceſſors, that power and autho- 
rity which he had exerciſed. When the heavens re- 
cerved him, they were to have the ſole ſuperintendency 
and management of the affairs of his kingdom here 


below“. 
BEING 


* Every one open to conviction, it is preſumed, will think this very obvi- 
ous. But as a farther proof that the apoſtles occupied an higher rank, than 
other miniſters did, ever after this laſt commiſſion, let any one read, with 
attention, the firſt chapter of the Acts. There, in the midſt of an hundred 
and twenty diſciples, theſe were the eleven apoſtles, the ſeventy diſciples, and 
thirty-nine more, the greateſt part of whom were probably preachers them- 
ſelves, we ſee St. Peter's motion to fill up the vacancy in the apoſtolate, occa- 
ſioned by the tragical death of the traitor. He ſays, he had been numbered 
with them, and had obtained part of this miniſtry: But the Biſbopricꝶ, to which 
he was deſtined, another was to tate. herefore of theſe men which have 
companied with us, all the time that the Lord Jeſus went in and out among us, 
beginning from the baptiſin of John, until that ſame day that he was taken up 
from us, muſt one be ordained to be a witneſs with us of his reſurrection. And 
they appointed two, Joſeph called Barſabas, who was firnamed Juſtus, and 
Matthias. And they prayed, and ſaid, Thou, Lord, which knoweſt the hearts of 
all men, ſhew whether of theſe two thou haſt choſen, that he may take part of 
thus Mmiftry and Apoſtleſhip, from which Judas by tranſgreſſion fell, —and the 
lot fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apoſtles. —Here we 
Wi perceive a manifeſt diſtinction—a twofold office, MINISTRY and 
Wi APOSTLESHIP. 
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| BzinG then the pillars and the ground of truth, in 
* houſe of God; in this character, particularly, the 
apoſtles would moſt fully experience the import of 


their maſter's words to them, at the beginning. As 


the chief ſbepberd himſelf was /mitten, and the ſheep 
ſeattered abroad, they would now find themſelves ſet 
forth as ſheep for the Jaughrer, and as it were appointed 
to death, by the jealouſy and impiety of men; and that 
the fold which they were 1 might be, at once, 
thrown down. 


Bur that, after their death itſelf, inflicted by Wiese 


hands, for this malicious purpoſe, the ſcheme of truth 


and happineſs, which they had been employed in 
bringing to light, might ſtill be preſerved and perpe- 
tuated, divine wiſdom had provided that others, with 
the ſame commiſſion and authority, ſhould be ſolemnly 
hene by them, as Chriſt had ent themſelves. No other 


meaning can be fixed on thoſe words, which concluded 


the laſt inſtructions which the apoſtles received from 


him; Lo! I am with you alway even unto the end of the 
ape Here a fucceſſi on, of their own order, is plainly 
ſignified, and a precept implied to preſerve and tranſ- 


mit it. And as they were always to have the preſence, 
E * 
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the direction, and aid of the Holy Ghoſt, for their 
illumination, comfort, and aſſiſtance, in evangelizing 
the nations, and governing the church of the living God; 


ſo is the ſame promiſe extended, in proportion as exi- 


gencies may require, to all ſuch as, o&/erving what 
Chriſt thus commanded, and the apoſtles exemplified 
and preſcribed, ſhould repreſent them in their office, 
or ſhould derive authority to preach the Goſpel from 


ſuch repreſentatives, through all ages“. 
— TRE 


* But as, in late times, there have been many and great deviations from 


1555 the divine and apoſtolic conſtitutions, it becomes thoſe who have been involved 


in ſuch deviations, ſeriouſly to enquire, how far this indulgent promiſe may 
be reſtricted, in regard to them how far their privileges and happineſs 


may be affected, by an obſtruction of thoſe fountains from whence they 
were appointed to flow. It is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the glorious founder 


of the Chriſtian church, and his immediately commiſſioned and inſpired 
Miniſters, left that church without her proper conſtitutions; and a revolt 
from them cannot but be the moſt ungrateful diſobedience, and incur his 
diſpleaſure.—What that orderly fabric was, when firſt erected, is certainly 
far from being an unworthy object of our contemplation. 


Now, we ſhall find that the firſt government, or rather that the 
very being and contexture of the church at firſt, was, in reſpect to 
its teachers, perfectly hierarchical, that is, conſiſted in a ſubordination of 


the ſacred orders, diſtinguiſhed by the names of Apoſtles, Preſbyters, and 


Deacons. After the ſolemn inſtalment of Matthias in the Apoſtleſpip, the 
ordination 


r 1 
Tux divine wiſdom diſplayed, in thus appointing a 
regular, ſucceſhve miniſtry, will not, perhaps, till after 


due 


ordination of ſeven of the laſt was the firſt epiſcopal act which the apoſtles 


performed (Acts vi.)---Next, as in the caſe of Matthias, they ordained, by 
the direction of the Holy Ghoſt, Barnabas and Saul, Apoſtles, after the death 
of Fames, the brother of John; that they might be ſent on a miſſion to the 
Gentiles. (Acts xiii. 2. 3.)——Even St. Paul himſelf, here called Saul, 
though miraculouſly called to the ordinary miniſtry, was yet to be ſolemnly 


inveſted, by the hands of the apoſtles, with epiſcopal authority.—After- 


wards, we read (Acts xv. 6. 23.) that the church of Jeruſalem was com- 
poſed of Apoſtles and Preſbyters , and that the letters ſent to the Gentiles, by 
thoſe two new Apoſtles, and Judas and Silas, who were Preſbyters, were 
thus ſnperſcribed : The Apoſtles, and Elders, or Preſbyters, and Brethren, 
ſend greeting unto the Brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and 
Cilicia. The dignity which St. Paul conferred on Timothy and Titus, though 
they were to be ſubordinate or obedient to himſelf, was plainly epiſcopal, 
the one being ordained by him the firſt (E7/oxo70s) Overſeer, or Biſhop of 
Epheſus, and the other that of Crete. Will any one ſtill doubt, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe authorities deduced from the pureſt records, that the inſtitu- 
tion of Epiſcopacy is divine and apoſtolical ? 


What elſe, but ſuch a baſis, could have ſupported the ſuperſtructure 


which was immediately and univerſally raiſed ? For we no ſooner open the 


hiſtories of the Mother Churches, than we read firſt of their apoſtolic foun- 
ders, then of their Biſbops who ſucceeded them, their Preſbyters, and Dea- 
cons. In the church of Feruſalem, Simeon ſucceeded Fames, then Juſtus, 
Zaccheus, Tobias, Benjamin, &c. and ſo forward, till there had been a Suc- 
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due conſideration, appear to every one obvious ;— 
eſpecially - to ſuch as ſlight it, and reckon the tem- 


poral 
a0, 


- ceſſion. of ſixteen Hebrew biſhops, at the ſiege of the Fews under the em- 


perour Adrian; when a line of Biſhops, of a Gentile race, began in that 
Holy See (Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. B. iv. C. iv.) At Rome, St. Peter and St. 
Paul were followed by Linus, Anencletus, Clemens, Evareſtus; in ſhort, by 
an uninterrupted ſucceſſion, as the catalogue of its Biſhops, in every one's 
hands, ſhews. In the reign of Verus, Theophilus, who was the fixth from the 
apoſtles, flouriſhed in his prefidency over the church at Antioch (Euſeb. Eccleſ. 
Hiſt. B. iv. C. xx.) Annanius ſucceeded St. Mark, in the Epiſcopate. of 
8 who was ſucceeded by e Ignatius, Cerdo, &c, 8 


| a oz i ok had ſeen Chriſt, was, by the Apoſtles themſelves, or- 


dained Biſhop of the church of Smyrna in Aſia, &c. Euſeb. Ecclel. Hiſt, 
B. iv. C. xiv.) | 


That this Epiſcopatus, which thoſe illuſtrious ſucceſſors of the apoſtles 
occupied, was very different from the Preſbyteratus or Preſbyterium, is ſo 
felf- evident, that it would be ridiculous to enter on a ſerious proof of it. 


Let one fact, however, be ſet forth: When the perſecuted Chriſtians of 


Lyons ſent Ireneus, on an embaſſy to the biſhop of Rome, in the reign of 


Antoninus, they expreſsly ſtile him Preſbyter of that Church: Where, after 


his return from Rome, he was ordained Biſpop (Vita Irenæi.) The ſame 
Trenæus himſelf, in his refutation of Hereſies, forms a beautiful chain of 
the. apoſtolic ſucceſſion thus: Non enim per alios diſpoſitionem falutis 
goſtrz cognovimus, quam per eos per quos evangelium pervenit ad nos: 
quod quidem tunc preconiaverunt, poſtea vero ger Dei voluntatem in 
ſcripturis 


poral ſupports of it burthenſome. Every one, indeed, 
muſt readily perceive and acknowledge that, to à people 


who walked in darkneſs, and awelt in the land of the ſba 


dow of __—_ that, on a ran of their i 
F r NF Either 


3 nobis tradiderunt, pe he le. et 3 fidei ee ry 
turum. Traditionem itaque apoſtolorum | in toto mundo manifeſtatam, in 
omni eccleſia adeſt perſpicere omnibus qui vera velint videre; et habemus 
annumerare eos qui ab apoſtolis inſtituti ſunt” epiſcopi in eccleſiis, et ſucceſs 
ſores eorum uſque ad nos, & e.“ (Iren. adver. Hereſ. Lib. ii. Cap, i. ni.) 
moſt valuable monument of eccleſiaſtical antiquity 1s, that letter (B, x. 
L. xcvii.) which Pliny wrote to Trajan, about forty years at moſt. after the 
death of St. Paul; wherein he informs the Emperour, that he contagious 
ſuperſtition (fo he called the Chriſtian religion) was not confined to the cines only, 
but had ſpread its infection among the country villages ; and that proſecutions 
were likely to extend to perſons of all ranks, and ages, and even of both ſexts, 
Numerous muſt have been the Clergy employed in ſpreading this divine 
light; and yet, whatever inferior dignities they might poſſeſs, it is clear 
from hiſtory that Evareſtus, or, perhaps, his ſucceſſor, Alexander, had the 
Preſidency, in thoſe parts, over them all. In ſhort, we muſt either ſtop 
our ears againſt the language of antiquity, or boldly fay that we diſregard 
its authority, or we muſt own, that the ſuperiority of the Epiſcopate over 
the Preſbytery, was eſtabliſhed with our Religion, and is Jure Divino. 
Indeed there never was a Chriftian church on earth, during fifteen hundred | 
years, in which that apoſtolic badge of honour and power did not exiſt. 
And what endleſs ſchiſms and controverſies prevail, where that power is 
renounced ; what abſolute contempt of union, order, and PU z 
who is ignorant ? 
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either with the groſs ignorance of the vulgar heathen, 


or with that feeble lamp of Philoſophy, wherein was 
collected however all the light that could be ſupplied 
from all the ſources of human reaſon, the apoſtles were 
the lights of the world, and their miniſtry was highly 
advantageous, at the firſt appearance of Chriſtianity ; 
yet it is not ſo eaſy to give ourſelves, who have been 


always accuſtomed to ſee an uninterrupted order of 


*qftabliſhed teachers, a juſt and adequate idea of the 


value of the bleſſing. But, though it might be for- 
gotten by men, how it had fared with the world, 
when it was without ſtated and authoritative: inſtruc- 
tion; the great Biſhop of ſouls foreſaw, that the coſtly 
building, which he was to ere& by the apoſtles, on 
the foundation of his own doctrines and death, would 
quickly be deſtroyed, unleſs there were warchmen ſet 
upon its walls, who ſpould never hold their peace. He 
well Knew what was in mam; — the natural bias of old 
rranſereſſors ; —he knew that their underſtandings 
would again be darkened, their wills enſlaved, and 
their affections attached to unworthy objects; that 
truth and virtue would ſoon loſe their influence over 
the mind, and be driven from a ſteady courſe of action 
and duty ; z he knew, in ſhort, that men would in- 

ſtantly 


(68 
ſtantly break the harmony of his new ſyſtem, fly off. 
from their central heat, and deſert their light and 
comfort, without certain ſtars, to uſe his own words, 
conſtantly held out in his right hand, to point to the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs - And we thank thee, moſt bleſſed 
Lord | for this inſtrument of piety and religion, em 
ployed on the earth, theſe ſeventeen hundred years 
And we confirm our truſt in thy providence, that this 
miniſtry ſhall be tranſmitted 20 faithful men, and made 
ſucceſsful, in the ſalvation of multitudes of believers, 
while the ordinances of heaven ſhall laſt ! | 


Bor this miniſtry, of ſuch vaſt importance in itſelf, 
will require of thoſe who are employed, even in the 
common offices of it, the utmoſt exertion of their mind 
and endeavours.—To be meſſengers and ſtewards of _ 
the Lord, to teach and admoniſh, to feed and provide 
for his family; to ſeek for Chriſt's ſheep that are diſ- 
perſed abroad, and for his children who are in the 
midſt of this naughty world, th-t they may be ſaved 
through him for ever; to reclaim from error 1n re- 
ligion, and to reform from viciouſneſs in life; to per- 
ſuade men by the terrors of the Lord, and to conſtrain them 
e his love and mercy; to bind up The broken-hearted, and 
. b | proclaim 


(24 ] 


1 en- liberty to the captives; what fidelity ! what ſkill! 
What meekneſs and compaſſion, are neceflary |—And, 
though our. circumſtances be very different from thoſe 
of the apoſtles, yet what peculiar wi/dom will ſtill be 
WW requiſite, in tracing and eſtabliſhing truth, amidſt the 
unbounded ſpaces of deception! What knowledge 
muſt be exerciſed, in expoſing the diſingenuous arti- 
fices, and intricate ſubtilties, of thoſe wolves and foxes, 
of thoſe zhieves and robbers, who covertly, in a Chriſ- 
tian land, endeavour to undermine. revelation, by diſ- 
puting its unrivalled prerogative of acquainting men 
with the firſt cauſe, the fountain of all being, of all 
life and happineſs ;—of communicating the knowledge 
of the ſyſtem of duties, which they owe to their Maker, 

| to one n and themſelves ;—of aſcertaining the 

| conditions of pardoning mercy, and confirming the 

þ expectation of a future and endleſs ſtate of felicity; ; 
inſiſting, in direct oppoſition to facts and experience, 
| | that theſe are all matters diſcoverable by unaſſiſted 
reaſon alone, Again: what attention to preſerve, 
unbroken, that union, which the perfect author and 
finiſher of all truth and righteouſneſs, has formed be- 
tween faith and good works, which yet too many im- 


piouſly divorce, and put aſunder. And, laſtly, what 
: affection 
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affection and fatherly ſolicitude will it require, to rec= | 
tify and comfort the gloomy and diſquieted conſciences | 
of thoſe who have been entangled by doubtful aiſputations; | 
and to cool the over-heated brain with the refreſhing 
influences of God's word | 


Tug ſureſt remedy for WE ſorts of ſpiritual diſorders 
is, to preach the Goſpel imply, and without any 
mixture, or refinement. I is the power of God. Of 
this the apoſtles, who converted the world by it, had 
the fulleſt experience; they always triumphed in Chriſt, 
This, therefore, beloved, after we ſhall have this day 
been apoſtolically ſent forth, ruſt, invariably and aſſi- 
duouſly, be made one of the principal objects of our 
attention. A deep ſenſe of obligation to our Al- 
mighty Maker, our condeſcending Saviour, and Holy 
Sanctifier, united in ſubſtance, and united in the 
work of ſalvation, muſt be impreſſed on the minds of 
mankind. They muſt have diſcloſed to them the 
gracious promiſes, and the equitable conditions, of 
the new covenant; the manifold grace of God to 
them, and their duty to him ; be informed that this 
grace appeared to teach them that, denying ungodlineſs 


e worldly * 1 JO live ſoberly, righteoufly, 


an 
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and godly in this preſent world : And, as n 
for Chriſt, as rhough' God did beſeech them by us, we 


muſt walk 11 in mat wy 991 s WIE" to b be e 2 
Goa. 


By ſuch brief hints we may learn, what pains and 
diligence, what diſcernment and care, are neceſſary, 
in order to the right diſcharge of our duty as mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and how we are, in ſome 

meaſure, to make proof of our miniſtry. Here the im- 
portance of the divine command is evident: To join 
the aoiſdor of the ſerpent, with the innocence and fim- 
plicity of the dove, and the lamb. Indeed, who 15 
ſufficient for ' theſe things], But this treaſure is hid in 
earthen veſſels, that zhe. jenny of the Power. may: ap- 
por: ? 2 * of God * 


is O ever y thin g profitable for dof@rine, fr CE 
Fa correction, and inſtruftion in righteouſneſs, muſt be 

derived from, and ſtrictly grounded on, the holy 
ſcriptures, we will all perceive, and may we duly 
remember, how ſtudious we ought to be in reading 
ee thoſe ſeriptures; ; as the church, in an 


excellent a monition, requires us to be. The apoſ- 
Y tles 


q 27 1 
pl had their knowledine: of what they taught, by 


immediate inſtruction from Chriſt, or immediate in- 
ſpiration. Ours muſt be acquired by labour and in- 
| duſtry, in the peruſal and inveſtigation, of their writ- 
ings; and, therefore, we ought to forſake and ſet 
aſide, as much as poſſible, all worldly. cares and ſtu- 
dies whatever. Nor is a ſpeculative. acquaintance 
with theſe holy pages by any means ſufficient; we 
muſt revolve. them for ſerious -and. practical, purpoſes ; 
for the uſes. of piety ; for our own. religious edifi- 
cation, that we may the more perfectly know how 
to promote that of others. With this view, we ought, 
particularly and frequently, to read and reflect on 
the pure and holy life, and. the patient and. me- 
ritorious death of our Redeemer, with the greateſt 
concern, devotion, and love. Believing him, whoſe 
miniſters we are, to be the Son of God, the Saviour 
and Fudge of the world, we ought in the, moſt duti- 
ful manner, to ſubject our own minds to his autho- 


rity, look for his promiſes, and dread his <iſplealory 
that our r faith may be ſhewn ” our works. - 


Taroven his REC Wea we __ alſo continually 
pray to ons. the Father, for the heavenly. aſſiſtance of 
7 the 
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14 
the Holy Ghoſt, that, by daily reading and weighing 


of the Griptates, we may wax riper and ſtronger in 
our miniſtry, and faſhion our lives, and the lives of 


others, after the rule and doctrine of Chriſt. Moſt 
certain it is, without a divine inſpiration and help, 


we can neither have the will for our office, nor 
= ability to perform the duties 1 | 


And bor all theſe aer with men, for all theſe 
labours of love, and theſe preparations and purifica- 
tions of ourſelves—is there no reward Ves |—What 
value can be put on the comfort and joy, which 
muſt reſult from being eyes to the blind, and feet to the 
lame; turning men from fin to righteouſneſs, from 
ſatan to God; and quickening the dead, into ſpiri- 
tual and everlaſting life! If the virtuous diſpoſition, 
if benevolence and charity, the löve of God, and 
the love of his creation, form the principal ſub- 


ſtance of heavenly happineſs itſelf, and open up 


ſources of eternal bliſs; when we ſee that thoſe 
plants, ſo precious, and yet ſo tender, may, by our 
careful culture, and ſeaſonable preſervation from the 


inclement blaſts of theſe lower regions, be raiſed 


to the faireſt and fulleſt bloſſoms, and to immor- 
26 tal 


[ 29 ] 

tal fruit above, what ſatisfaction! what aladrefi 
muſt be our preſent portion! And our confidence 
may reſt on thoſe gracious and infallible words of 
the maſter whom we ſerve: Ye are they that have 
followed me, in the regeneration of the world; and tal” 
T appoint unto you a, kingdom | Hence we may look 
forward to thoſe crowns of righteouſneſs, which he has 

promiſed to all who have thus loved him. 
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